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NEWS TIPS
HIGH GAS PRICES SPARK ADVICE, COMMENTS FROM UD EXPERTS
GET THE MOST MPG- With gas prices soaring in the Miami Valley, what can local
drivers do to maximize the miles they get per gallon? Turn the air conditioning on when you
drive, especially on the highway when you're driving at a high speed. Open windows will put
more drag on the vehicle, said Kevin Hallinan, professor of mechanical and aerospace
engineering at the University of Dayton.
"Empty the trunk if you don't need the stuff you're carrying around," he said. "Keep the
weight out of the vehicle. Keep your tires properly inflated -you could lose as much as 5
percent - and keep your car tuned."
Run all of your errands in one session rather than piecemeal to conserve fuel, he said,
and avoid rush hour if you can. "You don't want to do a lot of stop-and-start driving. Yout
engine loses efficiency when it's accelerating. For the same reason, take the highway if you
can."
What else? "Carpool. Ride your bike. Ride the bus," said Hallinan.
For media interviews, call Kevin Hallinan at (937) 229-2875.
PRICES SOAR FOR A REASON- The high price of gasoline didn't just come out of
the blue, says Bob Wilkens, assistant professor of chemical engineering at the University of
Dayton who specializes in petroleum engineering. Factors include an OPEC cutback on crude
oil production that tightened supply, additional processing required by demands for cleanerburning fuel and disruptions in complex pipeline systems.
"Before the recent hikes, when gas cost between $1 and $1.10 per gallon, the cost of
crude oil accounted for about a third, with another third for taxes and another third for
processing," he said. "The price of OPEC crude has nearly tripled in the last 18 months, so you
need to add another 60 or 70 cents to cover that. Plus there is additional processing to meet
clean air regulations required for the summer in major cities, a pipeline disruption in Michigan
and the basic laws of supply and demand- it all adds up to what we see at the pump,"
Wilkens said.
Is he concerned over the recent prices? "Personally I don't think petroleum is all that
expensive. Not when you look at the technology it takes to produce it, as opposed to a gallon of
Coca-Cola."
According to an April2000 report from the American Petroleum Institute, a gallon of
Coke cost $1.87. A gallon of real maple syrup cost $42.56 and a gallon of Flonase prescription
nasal spray weighed in at a hefty $5,669.84
For media interviews, call Bob Wilkens at (937) 229-2627. .
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